
COVID-19 Variants in Tower Hamlets 
 
A small number of Coronavirus (Covid-19) variants of 
concern have been identified in Tower Hamlets. These 
variants of concern were first identified in Brazil and 
South Africa. 
Something is a variant of concern if it is not known 
whether it will spread more easily, cause more severe 
disease, or may not be supported by vaccinations – 
testing helps us learn more. 
Enhanced surveillance also known as ‘surge testing’ has 
been implemented due to the presence of variants. 
Measures may be used to contain and prevent spread 
but this has not been implemented as yet and is not 
planned currently. 
To help us contain these variants of concern, we are 
strongly encouraging everyone over the age of 11 in 
some areas of Tower Hamlets to get tested, even if 
they don’t have symptoms. 
To find out if you need to get tested go to Tower 
Hamlets council website. 
https://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/lgnl/health__social_care/health_and_medical_

advice/Coronavirus/Covid-19-variants.aspx 
The website will tell you if you need to get tested and 
how to organise a test. FAQs 
I have had both my Covid-19 vaccinations – do I still 
need a test? 
 



Yes, you should get a test regardless of Covid-19 
vaccination status as no vaccine is 100% effective and 
you may be passing COVID-19 on asymptomatically. 
I have just had a negative lateral flow test – do I need 
to still get tested? 
 
Yes, as lateral flow tests are not as accurate as a PCR 
test and lateral flow tests can’t be sequenced to 
identify variants. 
 
I don’t live in the area but do work there – do I need a 
test? 
Yes, if you spend a significant amount of time in one of 
the areas variants have been identified you should get 
a test whether that is because you live, work or study 
there. 
I pass through the area to get to work but don’t work 
there – do I need a test? 
Probably not but if you spend a significant amount of 
time there then you should. If in doubt you should get 
a test. 
 
The strategy is to test extensively to rapidly identify 
any asymptomatic positive patients in the current spike 
areas of variants of concern to limit further spread. 
 
Mobile testing unit at Gouldman House, E1 4HQ from 
Sunday 2 May, currently 8:30am to 3pm but aiming to 



increase due to Ramadhan. This additional test unit will 
be in place each day. 
 
Test sites also at Idea Store, Watney Market, Ecology 
Pavilion, Mile End and Jack Dash House 
 
PCR home testing tests will be available for collection 
and return at the following sites from 12pm to 6pm 
from Sunday 2 May for 2-3 weeks: 
 
1. Bethnal Green Gardens, off Cambridge Heath Road, 

immediately in front of Bethnal Green Library, E2 
0HL. 

2. Anchor Retail Park (the one with Halfords, Currys 
and ASDA), 123 Mile End Rd, Stepney Green, London 
E1 4UJ. 

3. Corner of Redmans Road and Stepney Green, north 
of Stepney Green Park, E1 3NG. 

4.     Tramshed Community Hub on Digby Street, E2 0LS 
(behind Albert Jacob House) 
 
TESTS SHOULD NOT BE POSTED but returned to the 
place where they were collected. 
 
 
 


